
Passing Down
the Passion

Kehuna is hereditary, and is 
passed down from father to son 
through the generations. This week 
we learn the possuk that the Ko-
hanim were chosen “to stand in ser-
vice in the Name of Hashem together 
with their children for all eternity”. 

The Yetev Lev takes an import-
ant lesson out of this possuk. He 
says that when parents do mitzvos
and good deeds “in the Name of 
Hashem” – out of Ahava and Yirah, 
rather than fear of punishment 
– then the passion and desire for 
these actions are passed down to 
their children more easily. 

This is a great lesson for us in 
how to approach the chinuch of our 
children. “Adorn yourself and then 
you can adorn others (Bava Metzia 
27b)”. Not merely because if you’re 
unadorned yourself, you’re a hyp-

ocrite. Actually, a precondition to 
adorning others is to be adorned 
first. If you are truly passionate 
about Hashem and the Torah, if you 
truly love the Shabbos then your 
enthusiasm will overflow. “Words 
that come from the depths of the 
heart enter the heart”.

Especially when it comes to true 
Yirah and Cheishek which are not 
things that can be given over to 
children by force. Rather than forc-
ing, manipulating, shaming or guilt-
ing our children into doing what we 
feel is right, we need to model that 
behavior – with the right intentions 
– and hope they will imbibe our 
sentiments as well. Chinuch should 
not be a chore, it should be an out-
growth of our passion. If we are 
truly passionate about Hashem we 
will seek to introduce others to his 
service.

T O R A H  L E S S O N S  F O R  T H E  H O M E  :  S H O F T I M  5 7 8 1

RABBI SHIMON GRUEN

ב�"ד

Parshas
Shoftim



Hi,

I wonder what your thoughts are on the new trend of women and older girls wearing 
sleeves that are only three-quarter length. My wife and I never allowed our girls to 
wear it, and spent extra to lengthen the sleeves on their clothing.

I always talk about the importance of tznius to my daughters, and tell them that “eh-
rliche Yidden did not dress like this”. I try to be sensitive about it, but I feel like I am 
fighting a losing battle.

I don’t say anything to my married children, but my wife did tell them that out of 
respect for my wishes they should conform to our standards in our home. What both-
ers me, though, is that my two older teenage girls just returned from a trip abroad 
and told me that while they were there, they wore their sleeves shorter. I told them 
that, as their father, it is my responsibility to tell them that it isn’t right, but they are 
adults and have to make their own choices. They responded that “everyone was doing 
it”.

My question is, do I continue talking and hope that one day it will penetrate their 
hearts, or should I give up the fight and talk about other things?

Thank you very much for all your help.

2  |  T O R A H  L E S S O N S  F O R  T H E  H O M E  :  S H O F T I M  5 7 8 1

Thanks for your letter. As I read the two sides 
of your question, I couldn t help feeling that you re of your question I couldn’t help feeling that you’re
suggesting one of two extremes. Do I force the is-
sue or do I give up entirely? You need to remem-
ber that most situations aren’t so clear cut. There 
might be other angles for you to consider.

You start by asking for my opinion on the trend,
but truthfully, my opinion on it doesn’t matter.
[For the benefit of readers who are not acquainted 

with such a standard of niustzn , I will point out that 
the Chazon Ish was very stringent in this regardthe Chazon Ish was very
as mentioned in Sefer Levusha Shel Torah]. Aside
from my opinion on this matter not being worth
that much, in general, whether I agree with your
opinion or not doesn’t change the fact that as a fa-
ther,especially as one who is running a Torah home
based on values he was taught to appreciate and 
believe in, you can be entitled to your own opinion.
You should not feel constrained in your own home



and like you need to hide your opinions or beliefs..
Your children are allowed to know what you thiinknk 
of certain things, aandn  ideally should be ready to ac-
cept it as welell,l,  anand there’s nothing to be ashahamed 
of.

Furtthehermoree, even if you feel like yyouo r words 
arenen’’t ttaka en likkee you want them to bbe,e  don’t give 
up too soon. It cocould be veryy frusustrtratatiing, but often 
things take time tto takee root. If you mention some-
thing gently once and twice, andd tthehen again in a 
week or a month, eventually thee memessage will get 
across, [as discussed in last weeke ’s eessay]. The Ge-e-
mara tells us that just as water can mmakake e aa hoholele iin a 
rock by dripping on it gently and consistently, (note 
the two important conditions), Torah values can in-
filtrate even the hearts of those most opposed too 
them.

Reiterating your Torah beliefs only becomes aa
problem if you do it in a way that annoys people or 
turns into a battle. If you say it in the wrong way or 
at the wrong time, it might become a point of con-
tention and have the opposite results. If that hap-
pens, then being right or justified, doesn’t get you, 
or anyone else for that matter, too far. 

•
However, in general, as much as you are enti-

tled to an opinion, you definitely should first make 
sure that you are being reasonable and realistic. 
Some people have no problem admitting that they 
know that nobody shares their opinion, and yet they 
stand by what they think is true. Realize that if you 
find yourself all alone in any belief, there’s proba-
bly a good reason for it. Your opinion is likely not 
reasonable or feasible, even if idealistically correct.

When you make demands on your family mem-
bers that are not typically accepted or practiced in 
your circles, it is understandable if they have a dif-
ficulty to comply, even when you are right. In such 
a case you may reconsider exercising your right to 
constantly reiterate your “shittah”. 

•
Of course, there is no need to get impreresssseded

every time a child says “everyone else ddoeoes iti ”.
While there’s a chance that it’s true, oftentimeess itit
is a gross exaggeration. Your best option is to ask 
around and find out if it is true, not so that you can 

argue your point with your child, just so that you
can be confident when standing your ground.

However, if you find out that it is indeed true, 
then as long as the discussion is not about some-
thing that is specifically a clear-cut halacha, it is 
probably not right to make your child stand out 
from the crowd. You need to assess each situation 
and determine the different parameters involved. 
It is best to discuss this with your Daas Torah who 
cacann adadvise what the right thing to do in ssuuchh a casee
isis. I’I’ve seen situations where Rebbes anandd RaRabbbboonimi
totook very much into account the feelinngsgs of a child 
and the difficulty of standing outut, espepecic ally wwhehen 
it wasn’t an explicit prohibititioion beiningg violatateed.

•
We need too bbe aware e that it iss very difficult to

give over r ssomething that for yyoou iiss a a “feeliingng” or
aa cecerrtain sensitivity. There is nono way to guarantee 
that our children will feell the e sasamme way we do. As
mentioned at the beginnniningng oof f ththisis aartrticiclele, ththe Ye-
tev Lev says that if we do something for the right
reasons – “in the Name of Hashem” – there is a seg-g
ulah that it will be passed down to our children. But t
forcing an issue will most likely backfire.

When we offer sincere compllimi enentts ttoo our 
children for doing the right thing, it creates a posi-
tive association in your child with this action. There
are parents who will only compliment when their 
child does the one thing that is a point of contention
and an intense struggle for the child, but not for any
other good that their child does. That is manipula-
tive and destructive, and hardly a sincere way of 
complimenting.

•
Another great way to promote acceptance of

your views by your children is by offering to help 
with this matter. For example, you can offer to pay
for your married daughters’ new, more modest, 
outfits, so that she feels more comfortable looking
good in a way that’s Tzniyusidg and refined. 

I remembmberer aa mmanan wwhoho wwououldd sshohow w upup iin n shul
with a neww shshtreiimel every couple of years. Someme--
ononee asa kek d him how come he had a new one so fre-
quently – shtreimels are expensive! He answered 
that aaltlthohougughh hehe lived in a neighborhood where not
mamany people woree one, and his children didn’t as-
sociate wiwithth ttoooo mmanany y shtreimel wearers either, he
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very much wanted his sons to weaar r shshtrtreieimemels after
they got marriedd,, anandd so,, hehe bboought a shshtreiimemel for 
eaachch oof his sosonsns for ttheh ir wedding andd told ththeme  
that if they cchoososee toto wear it, they caan. Some of f
them chohosse nnoot to wwear it, and he took ttheh  shtre-
imels he boughth  for hhimseselfl . While in this story 
ala one e wewe sseeee tthahatt this iiss not a no-fail solutionn,, very 
often when children see that something is veryy iim-
portant to you, and yet you care about it being eaasysy 
and dooabablele ffor them, enough for you to spend mon-
ey on iit, it mmakes more of an impact.

You need to be genuiine and develop a healthy 
connecectitionon wwitith your chhildl  in alalll arareas, so that yyouo  
can bootth bbe e cocomfmforortable e tet lling each ooththerer thinggs.s. 
You can soomemetitimemess seseee ththat children accept tthihingngs s 
betterer ffrom onnee paparerent over the other. Usually, it is 
bebecacaususee that ppararent woworked on creating a safe and 
cocomfm ortable relatiionshship with their child over time 
by giving abundantt aandnd ggenuine compliments and 
being open and nonjudggmental with them. 

•

If you find that talking to your children isn’t ef-
fective, you might want to choose different words. 
Of course, aside from your choice of words, there’s 
the tune and tone, which when tweaked can often 
carry a very different meaning. But if that’s not the 
issue, if saying “ehrliche Yidden didn’t dress this 
way” has lost its punch, or even became a turn-
off by now, it might be time to update your refrain. 
You can try saying something like “It would mean a 
lot to me if you could…”, or “It would make me very 
happy if you would…”

Aside from choosing the right words, you also 
want to keep in mind the type of child you are 
talking to. Some children will become annoyed if 

you tell theemm tht ings, esespepeciciala ly once they get oldl er. 
While yoyouru ooblbligigata ionn to be memechchananece h your chhild 
is never really overr, yoyouu can’t expepecct to parent aa 17
year old like you would a a 10 year olold.d  Your messagge 
needs to be e ggearedd foror aa more mamatuturer  audiencee. 
YoYourur ddaughters sshhould feel like you aree ununderstand--
ing themem, , anandd maybe even giviving them aa cchoice, not 
like yyou are forcing your viewws s onto themm. 

•
For r an iintn eresting perspece tivee,, sometimes 

childrenen feel emmbarrassed by hhow we look and 
conducctt ourselves, too. They mighth  complain that 
we look ooutdated or wweird accordining to what oth-
erer pparentsts look like. Thatt iis s nonot toto ssay that parents 
needd to conform to what their children think looks 
“normal”, but it just drives home the fact that they 
are people, too, and can also experience the same 
frustrations with you.. In some situations it might 
even be wise to at least give their feelings and per-
spectives thought and consideration, without mak-
ing them feel like your equal or authority of course.

•
Chinuch comes from the root of “Chanukah - In-

auguration”. Chinuch is not about teaching, or con-
trolling, but inaugurating a new servant of Hashem 
and easing her into her role. When we strive to 
forge a positive connection with our children, while 
conducting ourselves in a befitting manner out of 
love and awe for Hashem, then we will be able to 
convey our values in a non-threatening and au-
thentic way. When our children feel connected to 
us and see that we really mean what we’re saying, 
they will naturally ease into Avodas Hashem and 
follow in our footsteps. And as the Yetev Lev says, 
if we do it right they might just inherit our righteous 
passions. 

TORAH LESSONS FOR THE HOME: SHOFTIM 5781

TO CONTACT RABBI GRUEN PLEASE CALL 718.841.6557 OR E-MAIL RABBIGRUEN@LEHAIR.ORG 

TO SUBSCRIBE TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY ESSAY, PLEASE EMAIL PARSHALESSONS@LEHAIR.ORG

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SEND ANY QUESTIONS, ON THIS TOPIC OR ANY TOPIC TO RABBIGRUEN@LEHAIR.ORG


